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An Open Letter to E. L. Vodrr 
tad A. L. Garner: the Breth- 
ren's New Editorial 
Party. 

Morrill, Kans., Deo. 80,1864. 
— Yuar letter of 1). c 25th, 1884. 
announcing the purchase an your 
part of brother II. K. Holsin- 
ger's interest in tin: Hkki ii ren'h 
Evangelist, in at hand, and cod 
tenta carefully read. I have 
faith in your ability and wisdom 
to successfully conduct that pa- 
yer, and sincerely hope that the 
good resolutions yon express in 
your letters will be faithfully car- 
ried out.. In fact I believe they 
will he ; but should you tail in 
this, tbeo "woe betide thee". 
The little influence that I may 
be able to command, you shall 
certainly have ; and my prayer is 
that you may have all the 
influence oar united brother- 
hood is able to command ; and 
that the men of nerve, honor and 
ability may feel a special inter- 
est in your success. 1 1 ol singer 
has been grandly faithful, and 
whilst we rejoice that his mantle 
has fallen upon men who we be- 
lieve will prove worthy as his 
successors, we nevertheless feel 
loath to part with him. In point 
•I honor and ability we regard 
aim as at least the peer of any 
editor in the history of tbe 
Brethren church since 1708. We 
did exceedingly love the Chris- 
tian Family Companion, publish- 
ed by him. Even in those days 
•t fog and mist, we admired his 
eandor and moral courage ; and 
even now vividly remember how 
leuesome we felt during the year 
•f his seclusion as commission 
merchant in Chicago. We remem- 
ber of even then corresponding 
with him and urging him to the 
publication of a free rostrum. 
We also remember how our heart 
thrilled with joy when in one of 
kia letters to us he stated that 
he was contemplating tbe mat* 
ter. And what new hope and 
courage inspired our soul, when 
just six yearn ago about uow, 
with the assistance of that noble 
man of God, Jos. W. Beer, he 
send forth the first number of 
the Progressive Christian. Though 
in great weakness we then deter- 
mined to stand by the work so 
nobly commenced. We believ- 
ed in the principles the l*rogres- 
sioe Christian professed, and so 
courageously defended. Our 
eause sometimes looked very 
gloomy, hike in the days of 
•ur Savior, opposition aims not 
from tbe ranks of the ordinary, 
but from men in power, wieldiug 
almost imperial sway. The mis- 
siles ot slander and misrepresen- 
tation were hurled with merci- 
less fury upon the heads of the 
infantile and much needed lie- 
formation. The spirit of perse- 
outiou clearly shuwed his de- 
formity from behind the mask. 
His great, even his greatest and 
only argument (?) was hurled 
with crushing effect at the 
struggling few who had taken 
for their watchword the patriotic 
sentence which felt from the lips 
el one of America's noblest sons, 
in the time of infantile struggle 
against tbe assumed and intoler- 
ant arguments (?) of some politi- 
es! power ! "(lire me liberty or 
give me death !" Like tbe strug- 
gle of America's infantile Re- 
public, our straggles have been 


crowned with success — proven a 
success, Brethren, because we 
unselfishly stuck to our princi- 
ples, lloleinger was, all through 
the storm, acknowledged as the 
"ablest Dun karri editor" ; and if 
he would only have danced to 
the piping of annual meeting 
power, would, undoudtedly, have 
made much more money than be 
did. But like Uemy Clay and 
others, preferred to be right 
rather than president ; and in 
oar weakness God's strength has 
been manifested. The hilarity 
of oar op posers, at Arnold's 
Grove, in glorying over the rid- 
dance accomplished has turned 
to naught ; in every joint they 
are trembling in the direness of 
tearful apprehension ; victory 
has perched upon our banner; in 
fact the enemy is oars. Their 
mighty men are surrendering. 
Some few are still lingering bnt 
they are bound to succumb. 

Now, dear editors, you might 
make more money by publishing 
a paper besmeared with the soft 
aoap of policy, and lacking in the 
stall ii eli nets of principle ; but we 
hope better things ot you. In 
tact oar faith in your fidelity to 
the truth, makes us believe firm- 
ly that you will prove worthy ot 
your illustrious predecessor. 
Such worthiness on your part 
will cause the veterans of the 
last six years to stand by you. 
I am satisfied that even H. It. 
H. will stand by yon ; the Breth- 
ren from everywhere will support 
yon : but more than all God will 
be with you. The mission ol our 
paper baa been of God and by bis 
sustaining grace we have been 
brought thus far ; and more radi- 
ant with hope, more bright with 
divine lustre, beams upon us New 
Year's day, 1885, than did the 
same day, 1879. 

Men are learning the correct 
ness of our position, and we are 
gaining in respect with intelli- 
gent and right thinking and un- 
prejudiced men everywhere. But 
wickedness and intrigue still 
lingers and must be rebuked. 
Rebuked in such a plain way 
that it may be known who we 
mean. 

O, brethren, avoid belittleing 
insinuations ! When brother 
Ban man sins, tell bim plainly 
with a desire that he might re 
form and do eo no more. Don't 
"whip him around the stump." 
"Let him strike but make him 
hear." 

May your course be straight 
forward and the benediction of 
your letter will be realized by us 
all. Yours, with fraternal re- 
gard. W. J. II. Batman. 

Brooklyn, Iowa. 

Jan. ti, 1886.— Brother An- 
drew Mohler.of Keokuk couuty, 
Iowa, commenced a series of 
mee tinge on the 26th ot Decem- 
ber, 1884, and closed on the 5th 
of Jan., 1885 ; preaching in all 
twelve sermons. He preached 
the Gospel so forcibly that ten 
precious souls were persuaded to 
forsake sin and serve the Lord. 
We were all benefited by -the 
meeting. 

Bro. Mohler will commence 
another protracted meeting for 
us on tbe fourth Saturday of 
January, 1885. 

H. II. COHHBLL. 


Nan Francis**, Cal. 

Dbo. 20, 1884.— I am now writ- 
ing in the parlor of Bro. G. W. 
A. Brock well, 88 Mary street, 
San Francisco. I came here on 
Saturday, Che 13th inst., in com- 
pany with Bro. John Milton aud 
my son, Orlando. The latter 
came to seek employment ss a 
printer, and the former returned 
from a month's sojourn iu the 
great San Joaquin Valley, 
during which time he had his 
home at Elder J. P. Wolfe's; 
and I came to attend to my call- 
ing in church work. 

We had a pleasant trip down 
the valley to Oakland. 

On Sunday, at 10:80 a. m., we 
were found out on the street 
where Bro. Broekwell is accus- 
tomed to preach at that hour. 
When we came to the place there 
were but few present, but by tbe 
time we had sung a few hymns 
there woe a good congregation. 
Bro. Broekwell preached lrom 
tbe 58th chapter of Isaiah. I 
can scarcely tell what kind of a 
sermon he preached, but I think 
it was good. I generally listen 
to the preacher; but there is 
about as much difference be- 
tween street preaching and 
street listening and the same 
kind ot work in-doora as there 
is between a street and a meet 
ing-bouse. First a lady asked 
me some questions with refer- 
ence to baptism, and. then a gen- 
tleman made Inquiry concern- 
ing the church; and after 
answering their questions I bad 
but little time to listen. How- 
ever, I was glad to be present 
to learn something ot the nature 
of street preaching. I think 
Bro> Broekwell is the right man 
m the right place. 

After services we started to 
North Beach where baptism was 
to oe administered. On our 
way we came to another congre- 
gation and found Bro. Richard 
Plnmmer offering up the closing 
prayer of his services, lie and 
a few others of onr company 
bad passed by our meeting and 
held their own. We passed 
on to the beach, sang a few 
hymns, and then I read a few 
scriptures referring to baptism 
and spoke a little on the subject. 
Bro. Broekwell then baptised 
two young brethren, after which 
we returned to his home. 

At 3 o'clock p. in. I went with 
Bro. Milton and Bro. Finch (the 
latter a Christian — Cam pbel lite) 
to the Y. M. 0. A. hall to hear 
Br. Stratton preach. Hie theme 
was, "The Excellency ot the 
Knowledge of Christ." Me did 
well, but I though his acquaint- 
ance with science was better 
than with Christianity. How- 
ever, he held and carried his 
audience, and therefore it would 
be hazardous to criticize his 
sermon. 

In the evening we held a 
communion meeting at Bro. 
Broekwell 's home. This was, 
indeed, a refreshing season. 
They commune once a month. 
Sister Broekwell was the only 
sister present. Herein is a prob- 
lem for Elder Landon West and 
his colleagues. 

On Monday evening, Dec. 
15th, 1884, we met again at the 
same place, and after devotional 
exercises, tbe reading of the 12th 
chapter ol 1st Corinthians, and 


due deliberations, the members 
were organised into a. local 
church, to be known as the 
First Brethren Church of Ban 
Francisco, Cal. There are 
twelve members in the city, and 
all are earnest, active workers. 
Bro, John Milton and Bro. 
Richard Plnmmer were elected 
to the ministry, and Bro. Samuel 
Stewart to the deaconate. These 
a re /ml I youugmen of great prom- 
ise, and I pray that tbe Lord 
may keep them humble and 
make them useful in their call 
iugs. Bro, John Congill was 
elected Treasurer, and Bro. 
Broekwell, Clerk. 

Another day passed and on 
Tuesday evening we assembled 
again at the same place. This 
meeting was for the purpose of 
anointing the sick, which was 
attended to with dae solemnity. 
After the service of anointing 
was concluded, Bro. Milton in- 
troduced for discussion the sub- 
ject of fasting, in which all 
present took a part, and several 
important nsee and designs of 
the ordinance, or duty, or privi- 
Ugt of fasting were brought for- 
ward. 

Thus in a few days this church 
was organized, all the ordinances 
observed, and a number of good 
works were attended to, includ- 
ing the lodging of strangers. I 
felt that it was good to be here. 
It reminded me of the primitive 
days ot Christianity. The Lord 
will certainly bless such zeal; and 
if this noble little band of breth- 
ren and sisters is spared, it will 
not be long till we shall have a 
flourishing church in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Latir. — On Wednesday eve- 
ning I returned home and found 
my wite in her usual state of 
health. My visit to the city 
afforded me much pleasure, and 
I am thankful to all the members 
and friends for their kindness, 
and especially to Brother and 
Sister Broekwell for their hos- 
pitality. May the Lord bless 

all, is my prayer. 

J. W. Bkxr. 

Somerset Churrh, Nebraska. 

Biavsr City, Nbb. — Items 
from the frontier may be of some 
interest to the readers ot the 
Evanbblist. We had a soul re- 
viving series of meetings which 
lasted two weeks. On the sev- 
enth evening of onr meeting we 
had a lovefeast which indeed 
was a feast of love. During the 
meeting five precious souls were 
added to tbe church aud others 
were almost persuaded. We 
now number thirteen. Tbe meet 
ing closed Dec. 14th. Elder 
Christian Forney, ot Burr Oak, 
Jewell county, Kane., and Elder 
Jacob Armeberger, ot Norton 
county, Kane. .did the preaching. 
The brethren truly did good ser- 
vice whilst with us. 

Israel Bars. 

Buckeye t'ity Dedication. 
We desire to announce that 
the Brethren Church at Buckeye 
City will be dedicated on the 
16th of January, 1885. The ded 
icatory sermon to be preached 
by R. F. Malott. We expect to 
continue the meetings ten days 
or two weeks. We extend a 
general invitation, 

Isaac* Ross. 


Miami Valley Items. 

The Farmorsville Brethren 
will commence a protruded el 
fort in the near future. 

Onr West Manchester, Lex- 
ington and Winchester appoint- 
ments have not Irozeu up yet. 

Brother Frank Baker, of the 
Lexington eo ng legation has been 
quite sick I'or several weeks, but 
wo are glad to report him better. 

When we commenced our pro- 
tracted meeting at West Man- 
chester last fall, 1 banded the ap- 
pointments at Miami- liurjf iti-d 
New Lebanon, over to brother 
J. P. Martin, and although I 
have not beard from them, I 
hope they arc alive and prosper- 
ing- 

The iiroapecteat West Man 
cheater are brightening. The 
Brethren uhnrcli there lias many 
staunch friends, snd the best of 
it is they are on tbe increase. 

At our last appointment at 
Lexington, brother G. 0. Hankie 
preached tor us. Although this 
was his first effort, he preached a 
good sermon which was appre- 
ciated by all. We bail brother 
Henkle among the active labor 
era in tbe Lord'o vineyard with 
much satisfaction because I be- 
lieve it will be a great help to 
the cause here. 

On Christmas eve the Far- 
mersville congregation gave the 
Sunday school an old fashioned 
Christmas treat. Tbe presents 
were appropriate, and the ser 
vices interesting and profitable. 
Although the night was cold, 
stormy and slippery, we had a 
fair attendance, and all enjoyed 
themselves. Edward Mason. 

Another Church Organized. 

Martinriuro, Pa.. Jan. Nth. — 
During Nnvemher last i made a 
brief visit to Maitlaud, Mifflin 
Co., !'■., about tivemilcB north of 
Lewistown, iu what ii known iu 
German Baptist statistics aa 
the "Dry Valley" church, presid 
ed over by Elder William Howe, 
the home church ot the Evan 
list. J. M. Mohler. upon that 
occasion, preached a few ser 
mons, promising, it spared, m re 
turn again soon. On the 3rd of 
January, in company with broth 
er llildebraud, I again visited 
them. And on the sixth at 
2 o'clock, p. ni., met at the home 
Of brother and Sister Carstetter, 
aud then and there completed au 
organization of the church of the 
Brethren, to be known as the 
Church at Maitland. Brother 
Josish Brindle was ordHined to 
the Pastorate-, brother James 
Fry as Deacon. Brethren Car 
j> tetter. Coleman and Fisher were 
elected Trustees. John B. Hunt, 
Treasurer, with brother Fry ae 
Secretary. Thus, another organ 
ization is added to tbe compact, 
and we hope to see good results 
from this little church. May 
Heaven's choicest blessings rest 
upon yon brethren and sisters ; 
and may the prayers of tbe 
church ascend as one man in 
your behalf. Ministering bretb 
ren going East will please make 
a note of this and stop off and 
see them, and preach for them : 
they aek it. Brother Brindle'a 
address is Paintersville, Mifflin 
Co., Pa. Lo, tbe Cause moves 
■lowly bat surely. 

Will L. Spanoolr, 


